Synopsis of a Drama:

The Mystery of Sacrifice

2002 – Port Elizabeth

Nava Bastani

Play title: 
The Mystery of Sacrifice

Length:
30 Minutes

Characters: 
Corrine, the mother, about 28yrs  [Nava Bastani]



Chocky, the friend, about 30ys  [Robbie Sarracino]


 
Jake, the son, about 8 yrs  [Danesh Bastani]

Synopsis: The play is about:

· a single mother from a small town who learns about the Bahá’í Faith through a person she meets and ends up having to sacrifice her most precious treasure for the Faith that she espouses.

· her thoughts, beliefs and ultimately about her pain, faith and love.

Message: The message I was trying to speak about is the idea of sacrifice and what it means, why at times is it so painful and what are the bounties we get from it. I also wanted to portray a seeker and what seeking means and the process of falling in love with the faith and at the same time being terrified about having to change even if it is for the better. I also wanted people to think about what they might one day have to sacrifice for the Faith. That the world and people you think of as friends could one day just turn on you just because of your faith.

Background to writing: I came up with the idea five years ago when I got this picture in my mind of a death and sacrifice. My mom was in hospital with cancer so maybe that had something to do with it. I wrote a play but never did anything with it, though I wanted to. I didn't think it was good enough so I put it away. When I was asked to do something for the summer school I brainstormed various things but nothing really flowed or gelled so I thought about reworking the play I had written and it worked. I loved performing it especially to a Bahá’í audience who could really think about it and the idea of it possibly happening. I am sorry though more youth hadn’t seen it and that there was no discussion following it or preceding it, so that the whole audience could be part of it.

Dedicated: To the Persian martyrs and to my father.
